
Mrs. Camilla A. Berger 
19702 Crestknoll Drive 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 

Dear Mrs. Berger: 

150 W. Broadway 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 

Apri 1 26, 1982 

Your letter of April 12, 1982 was most interesting. You are certainly an 
example for the rest of us, the thorough way you do dig in. Here are a few items 
on Trucks that my wife pulled out of our files. Perhaps they will help you. 

George Trucks (d.1766) left a widow, Susannah. She married John Berryer/Berrier, 
who in turn was dead by 13 May 1777 when his estate was appraised. Her third husband 
was Anthony Arehart. 

Philip Trucks (b. 1766) and Abraham Berryer (b. 1768)--half brothers I would 
guess--on 1 Aug. 1784 were apprenticed to Thomas Stanley, "house carpenter and 
joiner" of Taneytown. 

Captain John Trucks was dead by 1833 when his widow, Catherine Elizabeth, gave 
dower release on a deed. 

There were two Maryland John Trucks's in the Revolution. Catherine Elizabeth, 
the widow of one, got a land warrant for his service. No other data in the Revolu­
tionary War pension records in Washington. 

Frederick County Land Records J524 p. 237. On 28 January 1826 John Trucks sold 
lot #5 in Emmitsburg to John S. Stephens, Catherine Trucks, and Harriet Trucks for 
$1500 {presumably two daughters and a son-in-law?). Later Harriet sold her share 
to John S. Stephens. Later Catherine E. Trucks, widow of John, gave her dower rights 
to John S. Stephens. 

John Trucks testified in a Chancery case in 1809 that his age was about 50. 
He testified that he had bought "Trucks Discovery" from his brother George Trucks. 

John Trucks sued William Trucks of Pennsylvania for a deed to "Williams Hill" 
in 1798. "Trucks Discovery" and "Williams Hill" were near Middleburg, Md. 

There was a George Trucks in Alleghany County, Maryland, in 1800. 

As to the religion of the Trucks family, I can only say it seems they had a 
number of Catholic connections. One married a Boyle girl, if I remember correctly, 
and certainly the Boyles were all Catholics. Certainly Emmitsburg was a strong 
Catholic community. There was no Catholic church in Taneytown until the late 1790 1s, 
but a number of Catholic families. You mention Spaldings at the Conewago wedding. 
Henry Spalding lived in the Taneytown area. And you mention an Elder, another 



Cathol ic name, at the wedding. The Elders were main ly around Emmitsburg, at l east 
one between Emmitsburg and Taneytown. 

You mention Peter Little as "close to" Peter Orndorff. Peter was my great, 
great, great, great grandfather, and had a number of children. I do not know of 
any Orndorff-Little connection, but I have never worked out that line. As to the 
Smiths, well I have chosen to work on easier topics. 

Do keep in touch about your progress. And good luck. 

Sincerely, 

fivv77/,~ 
Basi l L. Crapster 
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